Inaugural statement by the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr. Girija Prasad Koirala at the Kathmandu Conference of the Socialist International, February 10, 2007
Mr. Secretary General,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I feel sorry to inform you that despite my fervent wish, I am unable to participate in this conference mainly owing to my bad health. I really apologize for it. 

It is, indeed, a matter of great pride for us to have hosted the Socialist International Conference for the 2nd time in our country, which has undergone fundamental political transformation in recent months following the success of the historic People’s Movement III. This reinforces the deep commitment of the Nepali Congress to the values and principles of socialism as espoused by the Socialist International of which we have been an integral part for decades. At the outset, I wish to accord a very warm welcome to all of you and wish you a pleasant stay in Nepal. I look forward to a fruitful outcome of the conference.
The Socialist International has been at the forefront in promoting democracy, human rights and justice worldwide. Today, many people, across the world, enjoy the fruits of democracy as a consequence.  However, the planet, in which we live, is yet to become a democratic zone in its entirety. There are some pockets in the world where autocracy of varied forms still reins, suppressing the legitimate democratic voices and aspirations of the people. It is also true that the newly established or restored democracies are not completely free from challenges of reversal or destabilization as we have witnessed in our own country, in our region and the world at large. Amidst these challenges we discern the continued relevance of the Socialist International. 
Democracy is more than a system of governance; it is increasingly perceived as a way of life. The Nepali Congress strongly believes in liberal democracy which not only makes free and fair elections an indispensable process to securing popular legitimacy but also espouses such funadamental principles of governance as the rule of law, separation of power and check and balance, limited and accountable government, and guarantees fundamental freedoms to all its citizens without any discrimination based on race, language, religion or any other beliefs. Speaking precisely, elections alone cannot be construed as the only yardstick of democracy as we generally tend to perceive in our context.
Universlaization of democracy and human rights stand to better serve the causes of global peace and stability, for democracies do not intend to engage in armed conflict with each other. Development is equally important, if not more, to ensure sustainability of democracy, peace and stability, for underdevelopment remains at the core of economic and political distress. Envisaging global peace and stability purely from political standpoint in today’s complex world will be misleading. A mature political vision, therefore, requires full knowledge of economic and development undercurrents and compulsions of the rapidly globalizing world. And, if we fail to understand the need for equity and justice at global level we will not be able to secure a peaceful, stable, democratic and prosperous world for all. Therefore, judicious distribution of global wealth and resources must become an urgent priority for the international community as a whole. We can’t afford to witness the gap between the rich and poor widening at such an awesome pace to the detriment of the later. The process has to be reversed with the poor occupying the centre stage of global decision-making process.
With these few words on peace, stability, democracy and development at the global level let me share some thoughts on the role of the Nepali Congress in establishing and reestablishing democracy in Nepal and the challenges it faces ahead in undertaking the process of complete transformation of the Neapli state from an autocratic and monolithic society to a democratic, inclusive and pluralistic one.
It was the Nepali Congress that waged an armed struggle to overthrow the Rana Oligarchy, which ruled the country for more than a century in a ruthless manner, in 1951. Compared to Asian and African standard, it would not be unfair to claim that we were among the pioneers to establish democracy in our part of the world. However, our experience with democracy proved short-lived as our nascent democracy was brutally hijacked by a king with full of autocratic instincts. This happened in the beginning of 1960. The country was thus pushed to a dark era of autocracy for the next thirty years until it was overthrown again by an overwhelming force of people’s movement in 1989/90. The newly restored democracy performed well for few years in the beginning. However, as we went on with our efforts for consolidating democratic practices, we encountered the birth of Maoist insurgency as back as in 1996.  The Maoist insurgency coupled with chronic political instability gave a pretext to the present King to play against multiparty democracy and make an assault on the parliament in May 2002.  The House of Representatives was horridly dissolved under the guidance of the King to fulfill his ambition to be an autocratic King. The King dismissed the elected Government from power on October 4, 2002 and claimed the state sovereignty. Since then, King’s puppet Governments ruled the country till the King finally assumed the direct control of the Government on February 1, 2005 through a royal proclamation. The King’s direct rule lasted for about 14 months. 

The Nepali Congress sternly condemned the dissolution of the parliament, dismissal of the elected government and direct assumption of the executive power by the King as unconstitutional and highly uncalled for. The Nepali Congress during these difficult years remained firmly committed to the restoration of the dissolved HoR as the only outlet to the prevailing political crisis. The King did not heed to our genuine demand and made deliberate attempts to consolidate his autocratic rule with the help of a cabinet he constituted as the head of Government. Democracy was brutally hijacked again under the pretext of fighting so-called Maoist “terrorism” and restoring lasting peace and stability, and initiating meaningful exercise in democracy. As the King became the head of Government in gross violation of the letter and spirit of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Nepal, 1990, he was isolated both internally and externally. He also failed miserably to bring to an end the decade-long armed conflict through his preferred military means.

The Nepali Congress, in fulfillment of its historic role, as it did in 19551/1989/90, took the initiative to bring together all political forces with faith in parliamentary democracy to launch a powerful but peaceful movement against royal takeover. A series of peaceful protest programmes were organized with a view to pressurizing the King to bow down. In this context, the Seven Agitating Political Parties agreed on a common programme, known as a 6-point political roadmap, for a progressive political outlet of the crisis and for the resolution of the armed conflict through peaceful means. With this spirit, the historic 12-point understanding was reached with the Maoist leadership in New Delhi on 22 November 2005. This document, apart from providing the basis for resolving the armed conflict, also provided the basis for mobilizing joint movement against the royal takeover. With the mass movement led by the SPA and joined by the Maoists, the King was finally forced to handover the state power he  had unconstitutionally grabbed to the people’s representatives and to restore the House of Representatives through royal proclamations of 21st and 24th April 2006. As in the 1950 and 1990 people’s movement, the Nepali Congress provided the leadership to the historic people’s movement this time also which was readily accepted by the SPA constituents as well as the rebels.
The historic people’s movement III has fundamentally transformed the political landscape of Nepal. The settlement of the issue of sovereignty and state authority has been the outstanding achievement of the movement.  As a result, the people of Nepal have become the real sources of state authority and sovereignty for the first time in history. The historic May 18 parliamentary proclamation was a significant step forward in safeguarding and consolidating the gains of the people’s movement. With the constitution to be framed by the Constituent Assembly (CA) the people of Nepal will be able to define their destiny as well as that of their country. The fate of the monarchy will similarly be decided by the very first session of the Constituent Assembly by a simple majority. The country now has the interim constitution to steer the political process towards holding elections to a Constituent Assembly in mid June this year and until a new constitution is drawn up through it. The underlying rationale behind the April 2006 people’s movement was to empower the people to write a new constitution for themselves and to lay the foundation for erecting an edifice of an inclusive Nepali to ensure lasting peace and stability. The King has no state power or authority under the newly promulgated Interim Constitution. The Prime Minister is discharging the duties and responsibilities of the Head of State. In the last two years Nepal’s political course has made a journey from an unfortunate absolute monarchy to a promising full-fledged democracy. We are passing through a critical phase of transition towards permanent peace and stability; full-fledged and inclusive democracy; and sustainable development and economic recovery. However, challenges abound. Rehabilitation, reintegration and reconstruction are the major challenges we face in the post-conflict Nepal.  
Alongside the major political development the country is undergoing a peace process of its own kind with a view to ending the decade-long armed conflict in the country. The rebels have now been mainstreamed following their commitment to multiparty competitive political process and the peace process is nearing its logical conclusion. The summit-level agreement reached between the SPA and the Maoists on 8 November 2006 on the resolution of the armed conflict as well as other pressing problems of the country, the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Accord on 22nd November 2006, the agreement reached on the management of arms and armies of November 28, 2006, finalization of the text of the Interim Constitution  and its signing on December 16, 2006  and finally the promulgation of the Interim Constitution on January 15 this year  have been the major milestones in the peace process. The Maoists’ representatives have entered the Interim Legislative Parliament along with the representatives of other political parties following the promulgation of the Interim Constitution. They are all set to join the Interim Government which will be constituted as soon as the process of arms management is over.
The Nepali Congress, being the oldest democratic political party in the country, has played an important role, in all the critical junctures of the Nepalese political history, in propagating and promoting democratic ideals and values based on democratic socialism. This party has earned considerable international recognition as the leading democratic political force. The most important characteristic of this party is that it has never succumbed to bullet power. Political pluralism and parliamentary democracy, sovereignty of the people,  human rights, fundamental freedoms, economic liberalism with social justice,  the rule of law, an independent, peaceful and sovereign Nepal have been the major features on which based is the political ideology of the Nepali Congress. This Party will never deviate from its responsibility towards the country and people and towards democracy and social justice. 
With these words I wish the Conference all success.  
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